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You are here:

Querying Portage with etcat

This tip shows you how to use the etcat command to retrieve information on Portage, USE
flags, package versions, and much more.

While there are other package query utilities such as qpkg or epm, etcat has some unique
features. Some of these features include the ability to display the amount of disk space a
particular package is using, the USE flags the package was compiled with, and the versions
available for a package.

The first step is installing the app-admin/gentoolkit package from Portage. This installs etcat
(among other utilities) to /usr/bin/.

Code Listing 1: Getting etcat>
# emer ge app-adm n/ gent ool ki t

To view the size of the package, use etcat size [package].

Code Listing 2: Displaying the size of a package
# etcat size nozilla

[ Results for search key : nozilla ]

[ Applications found : 4 ]

Only printing found installed prograns.

* nozilla-firebird-bin-0.5

Total Files : 338

Total Size : 20925.18 KB
* mozilla-1.3-r1

Total Files : 3155

Total Size : 52073.05 KB

# etcat size evolution
[ Results for search key : evolution ]
[ Applications found : 1 ]

Only printing found installed prograns.

* evolution-1.2.4
Total Files : 1421
Total Size : 33456.65 KB

# etcat size fluxbox
[ Results for search key : fluxbox ]
[ Applications found : 1 ]

Only printing found installed prograns.
* fluxbox-0.1.14-r1

Total Files : 26
Total Size : 806.92 KB
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To look at the USE flags a package was compiled with, use etcat uses [package]. For
example, the following command shows which USE flags Postfix was compiled with.
Code Listing 3: Displaying USE flags

# etcat uses net-mmil/postfix

[ Col our Code : set unset ]

[ Legend : (U Col 1 - Current USE fl ags ]

[ : (lI) Col 2 - Installed Wth USE flags ]

Ul [ Found these USE variables in : net-mail/postfix-2.0.9 ]

+ + ssli . Adds support for Secure Socket Layer connections

+ + nysql . Adds nySQL support

+ + sasl . Adds support for the Sinple Authentication and Security Layer

+ + | dap : Adds LDAP support (Lightweight Directory Access Protocol)

- - ipv6 : Adds support for IP version 6

- - maildir : Adds support for maildir (~/.maildir) style mail spools
nmbox . Adds support for nbox (/var/spool/mil) style mail spools

# etcat uses fluxbox
[ Colour Code : set unset ]

[ Legend : (U Col 1 - Current USE fl ags ]
[ (1) Col 2 - Installed Wth USE fl ags ]
Ul [ Found these USE variables in : x11-wn fluxbox-0.1.14-r1 ]
- - kde . Adds support for kde-base/kde (K Desktop Environent)
+ + gnone . Adds GNOME support
+ + nls : unknown
+ - xinerama : Add support for XFree86's xi nerama extension

which allows you to stretch your display across
multiple nonitors
+ truetype : Adds support for FreeType and/or FreeType2 fonts

+

To see which versions of a specific package are available, use etcat versions [package]

Code Listing 4: Displaying available package versions
# etcat versions kde-base/kde

[ Results for search key : kde-base/ kde ]

[ Applications found : 1 ]

* kde- base/ kde

[ ] kde-base/kde-2.2.2-r1 (2)
[ ] kde-base/kde-3.0.4 (3.0)
[ ] kde-base/kde-3.0.5a (3.0)
[ ] kde-base/ kde-3.0.5b (3.0)
[ ] kde-base/kde-3.1.1a (3.1)
[ ] kde-base/kde-3.1.1 (3.1)
[ ] kde-base/kde-3.1.2 (3.1)
[ ] kde-base/kde-3.1 (3.1)

# etcat versions net-nmail/evolution
[ Results for search key : net-nail/evolution ]
[ Applications found : 1 ]

* net-mail/evolution :

[ ] net-mail/evolution-1.2.3 (0)
[ 1] net-mail/evolution-1.2.4 (0)
[M-=] net-nail/evolution-1.3.92 (2)
[M-] net-mail/evolution-1.4.0 (0)
# etcat versions net-ww apache page 3 of 5

[ Results for search key : net-ww/ apache ]
[ Applications found : 1 ]

*

net - wwv/ anache
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Note: If you don't specify the category, etcat will try to find all possible matches in Portage. If
the package name is common or occurs in many other package names, you may get a lot
more output that you wanted.

For more detailed information, type man etcat. For a quick overview of available options, just
type etcat.
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