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2. Commands

Last additions:

Below you will find a cheat-sheet with vi commands. This cheat sheet will also come in

handy in the next section of this document,
Practice Lesson #1.

vi cheat -sheet

a. cursor novenents (itenms bel ow are sonetines call ed objects):
h - left one character
| - right one character
j - down one line
k - up one line
w - right one word
b - back one word
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- to the end of line

- to the beginning of the line

right one sentence

- left one sentence

- right one paragraph

- left one paragraph

Crl-F - forward one page

Ctrl-B - back one page

G- goto (without argunents, go to end of file)

e ~— O »
1

b. del eting:
d - delete
then add one of the cursor novenent synbols to
show what shoul d be deleted, i.e.
d$ - delete to end of line
d0 - delete to the beginning of the line

d} - delete to the end of paragraph
dd - delete delete (delete the whole line)
X - delete character cursor is on

c. other basic commands:

r - replace one character

ZZ - save and exit (hold down shift and press "z" twce)
y - yank (copy into tenporary buffer)

then add cursor novenent synbol to show what should be

copied, for exanple: y) - copy to the end of sentence
Y - yank line cursor is on
p - paste below cursor |I|ine (deleted or copied text)

P - paste above cursor line
u - undo last editing command
/ somet ext - search for "sonetext"

d. any command can take nuneric argunent before the nanme of "object", i.e.
5dd - delete 5 lines beginning with cursor line (or) d5d - sane
2dw - delete two words (or) d2w - delete two words
c3w - change 3 words
3Ctrl-B - nove up three pages
1G- gotothe first line
e. external comands can be perfornmed on the selected text (in |lines)
if command is started with "!", i.e.:
1}fnm - reformat paragraph to 72 col umms
f. command |ine (sonetines called "ex node"):

g. fromthe command line a "set" command can be executed to

custom ze editing environnent, i.e.
:set all - will show the state of all options
:set nunber - wll show on the screen nunmbers of all lines
: set autoi ndent /1 obvi ous
h. from the command l|ine operations can be perforned on the range of |Iines,
i.e.:
:18,24 del - delete fromline 18 to line 24
:23,48 copy 17 - block from line 23 to 48 copy to line 17
02,17 nmove 92 - block from line 2 to 17 nove to line 092
i. from the command line any external UNX command can be perfornmed on

the range of lines if line range is superseded by "!":
:11,16! sed -e "s/N ¥/ -e "s/$/*]]"
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(the conmmand above waps the block of text wth
"C' style comments - [/* text */. It can be done
easier, but this is an exanple)
:14, 19! sort -r +3
(sort the table in reverse order by fourth columm)
file mani pulation fromthe comuand |ine:
:r sonefile - read in "sonefile"
:X - save and exit (if file is "Read Only", this comand wll
exit w thout saving)
:wg - wite and quit (sane as above)
:w- wite (save) if the file permissions allow it
W - save file even if it is read-only as long as we own it
:w sonefile - save this file as "sonefile"
;g - quit without saving
:q! - quit without saving if changes were nade
text input comands (all require "Esc" to term nate):
i - insert text before the character cursor is on
| - insert text at the beginning of the line
a - append (insert text after the character cursor is on)
A - append text to the end of the line
c - change (replace previous text with new one)
takes argunents just like the delete command - it is
a fast and powerful way of changing original text
much nore so than typical "overwite"

R - start overwiting text

0 - start entering text at the beginning of the new Iline
bel ow t he cursor
O - start entering text at the beginning of the new Iline

above the cursor
if in doubt, press "Esc"

The article above and any acconpanying files are freely
distributable, but please leave this notice and the text intact.
Home for this docunent: http://ww.infobound.conivi.htmn
Copyright (C 1994, 1999 Tony Thonas
Cont act aut hor through email:tony@ nfobound. com
Last revision Feb 23, 1999
UNI X is a trademark of X/ Qpen
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