
  

  
jump to the content
  
    
              Gentoo.LinuxHowtos.org howtos, tips&tricks and tutorials for gentoo linux
        
        

    
    
              	  	  	  	  
from small one page howto to huge articles all in one place
	                                  
	      
                Other .linuxhowtos.org sites:                www.linuxhowtos.org
                toolsntoys.linuxhowtos.org
<!--                forums.linuxhowtos.org
-->              
              
              Last additions:
              
How to make X listen on port 6000
How to make X listen on port 6000
words:
34
views:
9319
userrating:

May, 25th 2007:
Words
496
why adblockers are bad
April, 26th 2007:
Words
77
Website translation planned
Apr, 10th. 2007:
Words
63
Compile Time Estimator integrated into genlop
            	                                
image:Druckversion / /data/printer.gif (null)
 . 
image:pdf icon / /data/pdf.png (null)

How to make X listen on port 6000
http://gentoo.linuxhowtos.org/TipsTricks/comparingfiles.pdf

page 1 of 4



              You are here: 
              	                    

Comparing Files
Often people compare the differences between two files using diff. But if you needed to do a
comparison of similarities between files, comm is the command to use.

Code Listing 1: comm usage syntax
comm [option]  file1  file2

Note: both file1 and file2 need to be sorted before using comm as it does a line by line
comparison.

comm outputs three columns: lines that are unique to file1, lines that are unique to file2, and
lines that are common to both files. The options '-1', '-2', '-3' will suppress the corresponding
columns.

Running comm -2 file1 file2 with the following files, would output five.
Code Listing 2: comm output
File1: 
one 
two 
three 
 
File2: 
one 
five 
three
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